
WASHINGTON, June 2, 2016 –In this election year, most adults say they are more likely to vote for a 

candidate who commits to investing in effective child and youth well-being policies, according to a new 

national poll conducted by Hart Research on behalf of the Children’s Leadership Council. More than three in 

five adults representing every age, race, income and education level across the country, want the next president 

and Congress to spend more on nutrition, health and education programs for children, according to the poll 

findings. By overwhelming margins, Americans say the nation’s children would be better off if government did 

more to support parents and families, and, that they would be more likely to vote for a candidate who would 

commit to policies that advance children’s well-being, if elected. This is especially true of Millennials, 

regardless of party. 

“Support for the well-being of our nation’s children has no boundaries,” said Randi Schmidt, executive director 

of the Children’s Leadership Council. “Adults of all stripes, and from every corner of the country, are sending a 

strong message to presidential candidates and to Congress that our children must come first.” 

Those surveyed responded with particular enthusiasm to candidate commitments related to reducing child 

abuse, child poverty and hunger. These are followed by policies related to child health care coverage, college 

affordability, child care, and education. 

Millennials overwhelmingly support programs aimed at ensuring children’s well-being, according to the poll 

findings, with three in four millennials (74 percent) saying there should be greater investments in such 

programs. 

Key findings: 

Overall government investments in child well-being 

 Support for greater government investments in children is particularly high among Americans age 18-

34 (74%), African Americans (75%), Hispanics (74%), and parents with children under age 18 (71%).

 Eighty-three percent of Democrats and more than half (58%) of Republicans say the next president and

Congress should invest more when it comes to meeting the needs of children.

 Parents of children under age 18 say that  America’s children would be better off if government did

more to support parents and families by making education, child care, nutrition and children’s

healthcare more affordable. The majority of adults, both parents and nonparents, support this

statement, with 75 percent of women, and 64 percent of men responding affirmatively.

Child Poverty and Hunger 

 Both parents and nonparents equally (80%) say they are more likely to support a candidate who

prioritizes reducing child poverty and hunger.
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The full poll report and associated resources: bit.ly/clcpoll

The Children's Leadership Council is a coalition of leading policy and advocacy organizations that are working 

every day to improve the health, education and well-being of children and youth in order to prepare them for 

school, work, and life. 

Affordable College 

 76 percent of parents with children under 18 say they are more likely to vote for a candidate who

commits to making college more affordable, making it the second-most compelling reason among the

policies tested, to support a candidate.

 66 percent of all respondents say they are more likely to support a candidate who focuses on making

college more affordable, while 82 percent of African Americans and 81 percent of Democrats say such a

commitment would draw their support.

 For unmarried moms, parents over 35, college-educated parents, and those making more $75,000 a

year, making college affordability a priority is the top reason to support a candidate.

 Across all geographic and democratic groups, millennials are even more likely than older adults to

support an increase in investment for children and youth.

Child Care Assistance and Early Childhood Education 

 Expanding child care assistance and early childhood education garners the most support from African

Americans (77%) and Democrats (73%).  Both of these groups are most likely to be compelled to vote for

a candidate who commits to other learning opportunities, including expanding afterschool programs

and summer learning opportunities.

Hart Research conducted the online survey between March 31 – April 6 to understand national sentiment 

regarding public investments in children and the role of government in improving child well-being. There were 

2,050 adults, including 595 parents of children under the age of 18 from across the country, who participated 

in the survey.  

For more information, visit the Children’s Leadership Council at childrensleadershipcouncil.org. 
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Children’s Healthcare 

 Children’s health care is the top issue among African Americans, with 83 percent of respondents saying

they would be more likely to support candidates who commit to preserving and improving health care

coverage. Sixty-seven percent of all adults also would be more likely to support a candidate who makes

children’s health care a priority.

Child Abuse and Family Violence 

 Seventy-five percent of all adults surveyed say reducing child abuse and family violence is an especially

compelling reason to support a candidate. Among Republicans, this position resonates particularly well,
with more than 2 in 3 (67%) of Republicans saying they would be more likely to vote for a candidate

who stakes out such a position.

http://bit.ly/clcpoll



